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REMARKS 



Reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested. 

Claims 17-24 and 39 are in the application and have been finally rejected. Claims 1-16 
and 25-28 have been withdrawn in view of a previous election. 

Claims 17-24 and 39 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being allegedly 

anticipated by Buirge et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,693,085). In response to Applicants' previous 

arguments, the Examiner stated in the Final Office Action of June 28, 2005, 

Applicant's arguments filed 4/12/2005 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive, the [sic] applicant 
argues that Buirge reference fails to show certain feature of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the feature upon 
which applicant relies (i.e., the outer sleeve 12, or the inner 
sleeve 13 be located inside of the assembled stent/sleeve 
15) is not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the 
claims. See in re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 
1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). In fact, Buirge et al disclose in fig 
7, a main stent (10) has a radially-expandable body, where 
at least one support stent (15), and a sheath (12) interpose 
between the body, and the support stent where no portions 
of the main stent is in contact with the support stent, and 
the sheath is not bonded to the support stent. 



The Examiner's assertions are respectfully traversed. 
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Claim 17, the only independent claim presently under examination, reads as follows: 

17. A covered stent comprising a main stent having a 
radially-expandable body, at least one support stent, and a 
sheath interposed between said body and said at least one 
support stent with no portions of said main stent being in 
contact with said at least one support stent, wherein said at 
least one support stent generates a relative pressing force 
with said main stent to hold said sheath in place, said 
sheath being not bonded to said at least one support stent 
with said pressing force solely acting to hold said sheath in 
place. 

Claim 17 is clearly directed to a covered stent which includes at least two stents: "a main stent" 
and "at least one support stent". The Buirge et al. reference does not disclose the use of two or 
more stents, rather the use of only one stent. 

As quoted above, the Examiner relied upon Figure 7 of Buirge et al. as a basis for 
rejecting claim 17. Figure 7 of Buirge et al. is as follows: 



Fig. 7 




With reference to column 7, lines 30-39, Figure 7 includes only three elements: a tubular stent 
10; an outer sleeve 12; and, an inner sleeve 13. These three elements are shown side-by-side on 
the right side of Figure 7: 
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In addition, these three elements together form a stent/sleeve designated with the reference 
numeral 15. With reference to column 7, it is explained that these three elements together form a 
single stent/sleeve 15: 



An example of one such embodiment is shown in FIG. 7 which 
comprises a tubular stent generally indicated at 10 combined with 
an inner sleeve 13 of collagen material and an outer sleeve 12 of 
collagen material which provide in combination a stent/sleeve 
generally indicated at 15 .... 



(Emphasis applied). 

The assembled stent/sleeve 15 is shown on the left-hand side of Figure 7: 



The assembled stent/sleeve 15 is clearly marked to include the three elements with the inner 
sleeve 13 being located on the inside of the stent 10 and the outer sleeve 12 being located on the 
outside of the stent 10. There is absolutely no disclosure in Buirge et al. to have an additional 
stent 10, outer sleeve 12, and/or inner sleeve 13 be located inside or outside of the assembled 
stent/sleeve 15. 
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It is clear that Figure 7 of Buirge et al. only discloses the use of one stent, namely, stent 
10. The Examiner's reliance on element 15 as a second "support stent" is misplaced. Element 
15 in Buirge et al. is the assembly of the three referenced components: stent 10; outer sleeve 12; 
and, inner sleeve 13. There is clearly only one stent in the assembly 15: stent 10. Claim 17 
includes a "main stent" and "at least one support stent". There is no disclosure or suggestion in 
Buirge et al. of using two or more such stents. It is respectfully submitted that claim 17, along 
with dependent claims 18-24 and 39, are patentable over Buirge et al. 

Favorable action is earnestly solicited. If there are any questions or if additional 
information is required, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Applicants' attorney at 
the number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(973)331-1700 



